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China on the Move
Season Two

EP1: How Does China’s Political System Work?

[Opening]

My name’s Arthur Jones, I am a documentary director from the UK, who’s been living and
working in China for the last 25 years. For over two decades, I have been observing and
documenting the great changes that have taken place in this remarkable country. In this series,
we’ve been spanning the length and breadth of China, visiting all the points on the map, and
meeting hundreds of people along the way.

I am going to take you on a journey through five major areas of life in modern China, the political
system, the economy, science and innovation, ecology and people’s livelihood.

Let’s discover a China on the move.

[VO]

Politics, they say, should never be talked about over dinner, because it leads to family rows. It
feels a bit like that for me now too, straddling two political cultures.

For some in the US, Europe and elsewhere, China’s political system is troubling by definition
because it’s not an electoral democracy; it’s a one-party dictatorship, as they see it. And that
certainly is one take.

But is it possible to talk about Chinese politics in a way that recognizes its internal logic, that
respects where it has made achievements, most notably in terms of pulling millions out of poverty
in recent years that sees perhaps even where it has worked as well as other systems?

We don’t have to agree with it in whole. But understanding it on its own terms is probably useful.

Part One

[VO]
The national two sessions is the political event of the year in China. Deputies and members from

across China meet in Beijing for one to two weeks each March to debate and discuss big issues.

[VO]
The national two sessions includes the annual sessions of the National People's Congress (NPC)

and the National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC).
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Because the duration of the two meetings coincides, it is referred to as the “Two Sessions”. As
China’s highest legislative body, the NPC’s main functions include: legislation, supervision,
appointment and removal of officials, constitutional changes, and policy decision-making. At the

end of the sessions of the NPC, laws and regulations are decided by vote.

[VO]
As China’s political consultative body, the CPPCC’s main functions include: political consultation,

supervision of the political system, and deliberation of state affairs.

[VO]
Daniel A. Bell is author of The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of Democracy,
whose work focuses on the history of selecting officials in China through a meritocratic rather

than democratic process. We met up with him in Canada.

[Sot]Daniel A. Bell// Author of The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of
Democracy

It really started from the age of Confucius of Kong Zi around the Spring and Autumn Period. They
(the thinkers) all argued that we should try to select public officials with above average ability in
virtue.

The most important virtue of public officials is the willingness to serve the people with a kind of

legal essence on getting the job done well in an efficient way.

[VO]
So how are these NPC deputies and CPPCC members selected?

[VO]
An expert on China issues, Robert Lawrence Kuhn wrote about China’s reform and opening-up in

his book The Inside Story of China'’s 30-Year Reform.

[SOT]Robert Lawrence Kuhn// Expert on China, Author of The Inside Story of China'’s 30-Year
Reform

All of the delegates are appointed or elected from lower levels, so it represents the whole country.
It's divided into different categories of people who have represented all segments of society from

elite entrepreneurs to farmers and soldiers very classically in the whole country.

[VO]
The Two Sessions brings more than 5,000 participants from across the country to Beijing where

they wield power on behalf of a population of 1.4 billion.



But who are they exactly? And what kinds of issues do they have influence over?

I’ve come to Yunnan to meet one of the CPPCC members.

[VO]

Zi Yanping comes from the Jino ethnic group - in 1979, China’s last minority to be officially
recognized. Locally born and raised, she’s worked in the Jino Mountain Township Health Center
since graduating from nursing school 26 years ago. It’s precisely because of her familiarity with
the region and the trust of the villagers that she was selected by the CPPCC’s standing committee

to serve as a CPPCC member five years ago.

[VO]

Now she’s working on the new research.

[Actuality]

Zi Yanping: How much did you earn from tea last year?
Secretary: More than 50,000 yuan.

Zi Yanping: What else do you plan to do this year besides tea?
Secretary: Some local cloth and then some catering.

Zi Yanping: Is it also about attracting tourists?

Secretary: Yes.

[VO]
Zi Yanping is planning to put together a proposal to boost the Jino people’s prospects, protecting
their local culture and giving them more economic opportunities. If she wants to bring her dream

alive though, she has a lot of research to do.

[Actuality]
This is our local Great Drum Dance. The great drum signifies good fortune. It is mainly used
during the major festival of the Jino people, which is equivalent to the Spring Festival of the Han

people. It is a time when all the villagers come together to dance to the great drums.

[VO]
Her ultimate plan is to somehow boost the economy of her hometown by turning it into what is

known as a “National Model Township of Rural Revitalization”.

[SOT]
Arthur: How long does it take to work out a proposal?

Zi Yanping: At least 3 to 6 months before a mature proposal comes out.



Arthur: Do you work on your own?
Zi Yanping: Yes. I have to collect data from many organizations and departments.

I am working at the grass-roots level, so what I want to reflect is the needs of our people.

[VO]
After doing the research, Zi Yanping is now putting together a proposal that collates all the
information she collected. It’s her job to take into account opinions from across the range before

submitting it.

[VO]
The Two Sessions in 2022 arrives as scheduled. Zi Yanping attends her last CPPCC meeting in

Jino costume.

[VO]
An expert on China issues, Martin Jacques has analyzed the similarities and differences between

the Chinese and various western political models.

[Sot]Martin Jacques// British Scholar & Writer
One of the striking characteristics of Chinese government is basically it’s very professional, it’s
very well informed. That's why it has managed to do what it's managed to do. And you only do

that if you draw on many people across society, particularly those with expertise.

[SOT]Robert Lawrence Kuhn// Expert on China, Author of The Inside Story of China’s 30-Year
Reform

Broadly speaking, China's political system, in essence, has four parts. It has the party, which is
overall and its overall policies and direction. It has the government, which is the executive
function of running everything, whether it's at the national level or the provincial local level. And
it has these two bodies that one is a legislator and one is a political consultative conference. So if

you put all four together, it represents the Chinese system.

[VO]

In any political system, one of the central questions is how to ensure that people’s voices are heard.
The needs of different demographics are not always in harmony. Where does the balance lie? In a
country with a population of 1.4 billion, that becomes an even more pressing issue. China’s Two
Sessions features voices from across the country, including representatives from minority rural
communities like the Jino of Xishuangbanna as well as the concrete jungles of some of the

country and the world’s busiest business districts.



Part Two

[VO]

The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area is one of only four major bay areas in the
world. It is the largest and richest economic region in southern China, and the focus — along with
the Yangtze River Delta, the Chengdu-Chongqing Economic Circle and the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei
Region, of major regional development strategies in the 14th Five-Year Plan, China’s most recent
iteration of its social and economic initiatives for the near-term future.

Central planning like this is a key component of socialist market economies — a pillar of what
China calls “socialism with Chinese characteristics”. The government’s ability to centrally guide
the development of areas this huge — this one has a population of over 80 million — is seen by
many inside and outside China as key to the recent success story of China’s economy.

But the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area is about more than just the economy.
For China, it is proof of concept for the idea we have heard so much about since Hong Kong
returned to China in 1997 — “one country, two systems”, a concept that now also comprises three

custom zones and three currencies.

[VO]

When it comes to the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and the “one country, two
systems” policy, there are perhaps very few people with as much relevant experience as Leung
Chun-ying, former chief executive of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. I met him in

Guangzhou.

[SOT]Leung Chun-ying// Vice Chairman of the National Committee of the CPPCC, Former Chief
Executive of the HKSAR

Leung Chun-ying: The interesting thing about this Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay
Area, compared to other greater bay areas for example greater bay area of San Francisco, the
Tokyo Bay Area is that the 11 cities, 9 in Guangdong plus Hong Kong, Macao belong to two
different and separate political systems, social systems and two separate economic systems.
Arthur: I'm sure there are a list of successes. What are the challenges in the system still?

Leung Chun-ying: The biggest challenge that we face in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area is assistance of the two systems within one country.

So on one hand, you could see that challenges, obstacles, barriers for greater collaboration. But
once you find the keys unlocking the potential by bridging the differences between the two

systems, you have the new power to drive developments forward.

[VO]

Shenzhen is a world center for electronic technology, with a leading position in electronic



information, 5G communication, integrated circuits, cloud computing, and the Internet of Things.
For young people looking to make their move in tech innovation and entrepreneurship, this place

offers what they call a “complete industry chain”.

[VO]
I am in the Qianhai Shenzhen-Hong Kong Youth Innovation and Entrepreneur Hub in Shenzhen. It
supports young people from Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao to start their own businesses in

the fields of intelligent hardware, mobile Internet, and cultural creativity.

[Actuality]

Roger: Nice to meet you.

Arthur: How are you doing?

Roger: Great. Basically we are able to monitor the safety, the health, and also if emergency

(happens), we will have to call for SOS.

[VO]

Hong Kong native Roger Yiu founded Team Concepts Technology to provide Internet of Things
solutions for life and health monitoring and management of workers in coal mines, and power
generation. After graduating from the University of California, he chose Hong Kong to incubate

the project and arrived at the Shenzhen Hub in 2015.

[SOT] Roger Yiu// Founder of Team Concepts

Arthur: So tell me a little bit Roger about how you ended up in Shenzhen.

Roger: During that time I will need to be in Shenzhen a lot of times because we sell products,
consumer products to oversea, right? But the manufacturing is exactly in Shenzhen. And that's

why that attracts me.

[VO]
Leung Chun-ying, then chief executive of Hong Kong, attended the opening ceremony of the Hub

in 2014. I’'m wondering why such a small development was so important to him.

[Sot] Leung Chun-ying// Vice Chairman of the National Committee of the CPPCC, Former Chief
Executive of the HKSAR

Qianhai is right next to Hong Kong and there's one very important factor that Hong Kong doesn't
have and this is land resource. The second which probably is equally important advantage that

Qianhai offers are privileges, special government policies that are part of Shenzhen do not offer.

[VO]



The Hub and Bank of China have also launched a process to speed up approval of cross-border

funds and cross currency settlement for the entrepreneurs here.

[VO]
China has an old saying: “Once everything is ready, all we need is an east wind”. For all the

policies and enticements, ultimately sales are the east wind. So, how is it going for tenants?

[SOT] Roger Yiu// Founder of Team Concepts
During that time, I got my first representable order from what we call “Shanghai Tunnel”, China's
500 Fortune Company, they’re building the first underground sea tunnel in Shenzhen. And they're

really interested in what we are doing and they want us to deploy and apply to their worksite.

[VO]
On a Friday afternoon, while the Hub was hosting a market for its tenants, a lecture was in full
swing in Sha Tin, Hong Kong, talking about how the policies of the Greater Bay Area are geared

towards supporting what they call “youth innovation and entrepreneurship”.

[SOT]Calvin Tse// Founder & CEO, Kam Kee Holdings Ltd.
The current national policies are supportive of young entrepreneurs in Hong Kong and Macao.
Basically, new policies are introduced every day to help young people in Hong Kong start

business and develop them in the Greater Bay Area.

[SOT]Andy Ho Wing-cheong// Executive Director, Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups
We believe that with the development of the Greater Bay Area, Hong Kong’s economy will be
boosted.

[VO]
Across the 9 cities in Guangdong Province covered by the Greater Bay Area, there are already 23

youth innovation and entrepreneurship bases just like the Hub.

[VO]
Graham Allison was the Founding Dean of Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government. He

is a leading analyst of global trends and development, with a special interest in China.

[SOT] Graham Allison// Founding Dean of Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government
I think it’s accurate that they have a governing system that for a developing country in particular,
can mobilize their population and focus it in ways that give it opportunities to grow extremely

rapidly and to engage the population.



[VO]
The Greater Bay Area accounts for less than 0.6% of the total area of China, but contributes 12%
of the country’s GDP. It’s one of the regions with the highest degree of openness and the strongest

economic vitality in China.

[SOT]Robert Lawrence Kuhn// Expert on China, Author of The Inside Story of China’s 30-Year
Reform

The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area is extremely important. Let's look at some
statistics. I think the GDP last time I looked was about $1.7 trillion, it would almost be the top ten

in the world. So it’s very powerful.

[VO]

The Greater Bay Area has come a long way in just a few years. But a radical new system was
never going to be perfected overnight. Institutional innovation needs to be tested and adjusted
through practice. This kind of long-term thinking — where experimentation applied on small or
pilot projects, then adjusted and rolled out more widely is a characteristic of the Chinese system at

its most clearly successful.

Part Three

[VO]

China’s political system consists of what it describes as one fundamental political system and
three basic political systems. The fundamental political system is the system of the National
People’s Congress, the legislative body that sits, at the top of the chain. The three basic political
systems are what in China is called multi-party cooperation and political consultation under the
leadership of the Communist Party of China, the system of regional ethnic autonomy, and the
system of community-level self-governance.

So, at the bottom of the system, is there a mechanism for regular people to exercise power in any
meaningful way?

Today, I’'m in Shanghai’s Honggiao Subdistrict, where an experiment is taking place to implement
something that President Xi Jinping called “whole-process people’s democracy” when he visited

here in 2019.

[VO]
Wu Xinhui is a lawyer, but she also works as a legislative worker for the community. Today she’s

soliciting opinions on a draft bill about telecom and online fraud prevention.



[SOT] Wu Xinhui// Information Officer, Hongqiao Subdistrict Grassroots Legislation Opinion
Collection Station

Arthur: When you solicit opinions, do you make an appointment with people?

Wu: We bring draft bills to public spaces like this. We also hold meetings to solicit opinions from

the public.

[VO]
In 2015, Hongqgiao Subdistrict was designated one of the first grassroots legislation opinion
collection stations by the NPC Standing Committee. Its job is to consolidate and discuss feedback

from local residents at neighborhood meetings. Wu Xinhui is taking me to one such meeting.

[Actuality]
Chi Xin: I’'m here today to solicit opinions on the draft of the Telecom and Online Fraud

Prevention Law.

[Actuality]

Zhang Linkang (Resident): That scammer was really crooked. He was calling me even at the
police station. He asked me what were you afraid of? I’ve transferred 180,000 to your account.
You can transfer the money back to me right now.

Yan Minxiang (Retired Judge): I think we can increase the cost of crimes by changing the fine to
something between 100,000 yuan and 500,000 yuan.

Xu Zhiwen (District Police): Who should the law target? I think it should be aimed at the

middlemen. We can easily find the scammers, but it’s not easy to find the middlemen.

[VO]
One participant stands out. He’s Turkish, and has been in China for 40 years. Longer even than

me!

[Actuality]

Noyan: How do we define “significant losses”? Does it mean 10%, 20%, or all of one’s wealth?

[Sot] Noyan Rona// Community Foreign Volunteer
Arthur: Do people think their suggestions can really change anything?

Noyan: I’d say yes because many of my suggestions are accepted.

[SOT]Wu Xinhui// Information Officer, Hongqiao Subdistrict Grassroots Legislation Opinion
Collection Station

This is called a nonstop train. We collect suggestions directly from citizens on behalf of the NPC.



[VO]
To better understand this process, I visit Cui Lixia, deputy secretary of CPC Work Committee of
Honggiao Subdistrict.

[SOT] Cui Lixia// Deputy Secretary, CPC Work Committee of Honggiao Subdistrict

We’ve submitted 1185 opinions on 60 legal documents and 98 were accepted.

[VO]
The Honggiao Subdistrict we visited was one of the first opinion collection stations set up in
China. To date, a total of 22 stations have been set up by the National People’s Congress, covering

2/3 of the provinces in China.

[VO]

I also wrote down one of my suggestions for Shanghai in the visitor’s book.

[Sot]Daniel A. Bell// Author of The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of
Democracy

Obviously, if we use the western definition of democracy, then China’s not very democratic. But
even if you use that definition of politics “by the people”, we think of democracy not just as
elections, but other mechanisms, including consultation and deliberation, using survey, data to
assess people’s needs, then arguably there's some democracy in China, but it still won't be in the

floor that is recognized by the west.

[SOT]Robert Lawrence Kuhn// Expert on China, Author of The Inside Story of China’s 30-Year
Reform

So it’s important to understand what does China mean by the word “democracy”? The objective is
the same, and that is to do the best for the people of the country, the citizens of the country, to
provide them with an increasing standard of living, with fulfilling lives, with dealing with

problems like medical or retirement. Every country deals with these issues.

[VO]

China’s recent ability to innovate and reinvent itself is derived in big part from its distinct political
system. And as the country explores and adapts the various elements of that system,
experimenting with new ideas and discarding others along the way, not everything will succeed.

But some of them will, and some clearly are already.

[Sot]Daniel A. Bell// Author of The China Model: Political Meritocracy and the Limits of



Democracy

It’s important to select, to have a good representative group of public officials.

[SOT]Robert Lawrence Kuhn// Expert on China, Author of The Inside Story of China’s 30-Year
Reform

China’s approach to democracy is different. The goal is the same: benefit to their own citizens.

[Sot]Martin Jacques// British Scholar & Writer
The present system, actually, I think, is a modern form in some respects of the traditional Chinese

system, which is basically of the highest caliber
[SOT]John Ross// Former Director of Economic and Business Policy for the Mayor of London

Is everything perfect? No, of course not perfect. Don’t know anybody in China and thinks things

are perfect. But has it been the gigantic step forward? The fact shows yes.

The End
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